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C o m m u n i t y  A r t s  A w a r d s 

W i n n e r s  A n n o u n c e d

The Arts Council is pleased to announce the winners of the 2007 

Community Arts Awards. The awards will be presented at the 

annual gala on Sept. 6 at WMU’s Gilmore Theatre Complex. 

The awards ceremony is free and open to the public. Tickets for 

dinner may be purchased in August by calling the Arts Council at 

269-342-5059.

Community Medal of Arts: Diane Eberts, Richard O’Hearn;

Theodore Cooper Award for Distinguished Volunteer Service: 

Marilyn Milko; Business Arts Award: Greenleaf Companies

Community Medal of Arts

Diane Eberts

Diane Eberts is the arts integration resource teacher for Maple 

Street Magnet School for the Arts. She also is well known for her 

work in arts education for Education for the Arts, The Gilmore, 

and Kalamazoo Public Schools. She was nominated by Deborah 

Ann Percy, principal of Maple Street Magnet School for the Arts 

and Arnold Johnston, professor at Western Michigan University.

 	 “As both an artist and an educator Diane is truly a strong 

and talented member and remarkable and tireless leader of the 

Kalamazoo arts community,” said Percy and Johnston in their 

nomination. They cite many examples of her efforts as curricu-

lum integration teacher at Maple Street, including her leadership 

in the implementation of a nationally renowned integration struc-

ture, creating arts integration curriculum, and bringing artists in 

music, theatre, creative writing, and visual arts into area schools.

	 “The halls of Woods Lake Elementary and Maple Street 

Middle Schools echo her vibrant cultural ideas,” said Juanita Nash, 

director of operations for The Gilmore. “Diane spends a multitude 

of hours devoted to integrated arts on all levels. She mentors in a 

very nurturing way and shares her experiences freely with others.”

	 Eberts has worked to integrate the arts in elementary 

schools in Kalamazoo, but additionally she has advocated for and P
:
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I n  M e m o r i a m :

Frederick “Fritz” Freund

The Arts Council mourns the passing of 

Fritz Freund, executive vice president and 

CEO of the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation. 

Staff fondly remembers his respectful 

and gentlemanly manner, keen insight, 

thoughtful questions and twinkling eyes. 

The effect of his stewardship on our arts 

community has been profound, unalterable, 

and unforgettable. 

Elizabeth Anne “Liz” Mariner

We are saddened to lose our friend and 

co-worker, Liz Mariner, who passed away 

after a long and courageous fight against 

cancer. Liz was our finance director from 

2002–2004. Liz was an avid and enthusias-

tic weaver and knitter, and belonged to the 

Weaver’s Guild of Kalamazoo and Moon-

beamers. Liz loved to travel and snorkel, and 

was a great lover of books, music and art.



encouraged this idea throughout the community. 

	 “Building teachers’ skills, knowledge and experience in understand-

ing and integrating the arts into their classrooms and making the arts an 

essential component of a student’s education and daily life is Ms. Eberts’ 

passion,” said Bryan Zocher, program officer for the Irving S. Gilmore 

Foundation. Zocher praises the complexity of her grant projects in her abil-

ity to incorporate multiple arts disciplines and partnerships that culminate 

in “art-full celebrations open to the entire community.”

	 In addition to her work for arts education, Eberts also has served on 

the board and committees for many organizations including Education 

for the Arts, Bach Festival Society, Fontana, Crescendo Academy of Music, 

Gilmore Keyboard Festival, Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra and Arts 

Council of Greater Kalamazoo.

	 “Diane has proven herself to be a collaborator who brings arts orga-

nizations together. These collaborations are well grounded in community 

need and educational/artistic excellence,” said Jane Rooks Ross, director of 

development at the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra. 

	 Diane Eberts’ work in arts education and with arts organizations has 

left an obvious impression on the Kalamazoo community. Eberts studied 

voice performance at Oberlin Conservatory of Music and has performed 

with the Cleveland Opera and Eugene Opera as well as performing locally 

with the Kalamazoo Singers and the Bach Festival Choir. Eberts earned a 

Master of Arts in Teaching at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, 

and completed her bachelor of arts at Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio.

Richard N. O’Hearn

Richard O’Hearn, served as director of Western Michigan University’s 

School of Music from 1994 to 2007 and has taught at Western since 1984. 

In his years at Western, O’Hearn has been coordinator of graduate stu-

dents, made several presentations at conferences in his and other disci-

plines, and served on numerous committees for the School of Music and 

WMU academic committees.

	 He was nominated by Carl Doubleday and Margaret Hamilton, associ-

ate directors of the School of Music. Doubleday and Hamilton describe those 

affected by his services as including students and teachers at WMU as well as 

public and private schools throughout the community. They emphasize that “his 

influence has been vast, but without thought for self — only for art and others.”

	 “In my 17 years as a dean at multiple institutions, Rick stands out as 

the consummate administrator — completely dedicated to student excel-

lence,” said Dean Margaret Merrion, College of Fine Arts. “The College of 

Fine Arts has a public mission of elevating the human condition through 

the arts, and Rick O’Hearn has embraced that mission to make sure the 

School of Music delivers brilliant outcomes.”

	 The School of Music has progressed during O’Hearn’s tenure as direc-

tor. Those on his staff commend him as a nonpartisan listener, confidant 

and supporter. He has worked to establish funding of scholarships, better 
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Barbara Marquis
Illustrations
Borgess Woodbridge
July 6 – September 28

opportunity
T h e  G u i t a r  C e n t e r 

M u s i c  F o u n d a t i o n 

encourages U.S. nonprofit 

organizations that offer music 

instruction programs to partici-

pants of any age to apply for a 

national grant. The foundation 

aims to assist nonprofit music 

programs across America that 

offer music instruction in an 

effort to encourage and promote 

the joy of making music. Visit 

guitarcentermusicfoundation.

org/submit/index.cfm?sec=info.



placement of students after graduation and improved ensemble performanc-

es. Thomas Kasdorf, director of music for First Presbyterian Church, said 

“He has consistently improved the artistic standards of the faculty by adding 

internationally known teachers to our already renowned staff.”

	 O’Hearn also has participated in several collaborations between 

the School of Music and the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, including 

the KSO/WMU Artist Scholar program. “Rick gently encourages faculty 

engagement with community arts and is flexible yet straightforward about 

what can and can’t work within university parameters,” said Stacy Rid-

enour, executive director of the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, adding 

“He’s meticulous with communication and delivers on every commitment.” 

	 As a leader in music, O’Hearn has had an affect on the Kalamazoo 

Arts Community. Anne Berquist, executive and artistic director for Fontana 

Chamber Arts, calls his leadership “a crucial link in the chain of high stan-

dard of arts quality in Kalamazoo.” Berquist goes on to name him “a tireless 

advocate for the arts” citing his involvement with local arts organizations 

and his commitment to “the goal of making Kalamazoo a leader in arts, 

literature, and education, and a wonderful place to live.”

	 O’Hearn completed his Ph.D. in Music Education at the University of 

Wisconsin in Madison with a major in general music and a minor in human 

development along with a master of sciences in music education emphasiz-

ing choral music.  He earned his undergraduate degree in music education 

and broadfields music at Moorhead State University in Minnesota. 

Business Arts Award

The business award is presented to honor businesses in Kalamazoo County 

for their leadership, commitment and vision in developing exemplary alli-

ances with the arts and arts organizations.

Greenleaf Companies

Greenleaf Companies demonstrates a commitment to the arts community 

through sponsorship and leadership with numerous arts organizations. 

	 Stacy Ridenour, executive director of the Kalamazoo Symphony 

Orchestra, nominated Greenleaf for this award. She cited the company’s 

many contributions to the Kalamazoo Symphony, the Kalamazoo Institute 

of Arts, the Civic Theatre, the Gilmore Keyboard Festival, as well as the Arts 

Council of Greater Kalamazoo.

	 “Giving back to the community is engrained into the culture of 

Greenleaf Companies,” said Ridenour. “Staff members are strongly encour-

aged to participate as community volunteers and leaders in arts and other 

civic organizations.”

	 Greenleaf Companies encompasses Greenleaf Trust and Greenleaf 

Hospitality which includes The Radisson and Holiday Inn West.  These ho-

tels provide rooms for national and international touring artists to stay and 

host receptions and fundraisers for the arts. “Greenleaf and KSO share the 

vision of developing a strong, vital downtown core city that is vibrant with 
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Janet McBarnes
Photography
Tromblay
July 6 – August 31

opportunity
 T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d 

F o u n d a t i o n  provides 

music education grants to or-

ganizations that effect improve-

ments in areas of importance 

to the Phish fan community 

focusing on music education 

for children. Visit mockingbird-

foundation.org/funding/guide-

lines.html.
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arts, restaurants, businesses, and activities,” said Ridenour.

	 Kristen Chesak, managing director of the Kalamazoo Civic, said, 

“Greenleaf Trust has demonstrated its philosophy of teamwork, com-

munity commitment and philanthropy in its support of the arts.” Chesak 

also recognizes their support for the Civic’s Mainstage Series demonstrat-

ing their “deep understanding of how enriching artistic endeavors are to 

our community.”

	 Greenleaf sponsorships allow artwork exhibitions to be made available 

to members of the community at no charge, explained James Bridenstine, 

executive director of the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. The exhibitions act “as a 

backdrop to host receptions in which Greenleaf introduces clients to the KIA 

and encourages their personal support.” He added that Greenleaf’s “commit-

ment of funds and staff is particularly notable because it continues — and 

grows — while other companies are scaling back philanthropic support.”

Theodore C. Cooper Award for Distinguished Volunteer Service

Marilyn Milko

Marilyn Milko is a longtime volunteer for numerous arts organizations. She 

may be best known for her volunteer work with the Kalamazoo Symphony 

Orchestra and Fontana Chamber Arts, but she’s also worked with Education 

for the Arts, the Michigan Orchestra Volunteers Association, Michigan State 

Medical Society Alliance, Portage Public Schools, and St. Catherine Church.

	 She was nominated for the Theodore C. Cooper Award by Dori 

Kunkle who said that her “leadership and devotion to volunteerism has 

been the driving force behind many organizations.” Kunkle added, “Her 

far-sighted leadership orchestrated the transformation of the Kalamazoo 

Symphony Orchestra and Fontana Chamber Arts to their current levels.”

	 Milko has been a member of the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra 

League since 1979 and was a board member of the Kalamazoo Symphony 

Orchestra from 1981 to 2000.  During that time she has served on many 

planning and search committees and also as KSO president and KSO 

League president. While KSO board president, Milko stepped into the of-

fice and took on the duties of the executive director until a new executive 

director was hired.

	 “She has shown noteworthy organizational and leadership skills in a 

variety of capacities while devoting countless hours to support the orches-

tral arts in our community,” said Liz Walker, past president of the Kalama-

zoo Symphony Orchestra League.

	 When the Chamber Music Society and Fontana Chamber Arts 

merged in 2000, Marilyn Milko served as the first board president of the 

organization. B. William Maxey, board chair for Fontana Chamber Arts, 

who also served as board chair for Chamber Music Society in 2000, com-

mented on her leadership at this time: “Marilyn Milko not only led the 

Board of Directors through the challenging early years of Fontana’s growth, 

she also worked long hours in the office, with staff, to help pull off the first 

summer festival and winter season of the new organization while helping 

Artists and Illustrators Collaborative 
Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo
September 7 – 28

opportunity
1 5 t h  A n n u a l  C a n t o n 

F i n e  A r t s  E x h i b i t i o n 

is now accepting entries for a 

juried show. Deadline for entries 

is Aug. 22 with the exhibition in 

the month of October. 

Visit canton-mi.org.



build the organizational infrastructure needed to assure future success.”

	 As a volunteer and a leader in arts organizations, Milko has proven her 

ability to step in and do what is necessary to help an organization succeed. 

	 “Marilyn’s integrity, commitment, tireless sprit, and ‘roll-up-your-

sleeves’ willingness to tackle the tough issues arts organizations now face 

helped build Fontana Chamber Arts into the successful and highly re-

spected organization it is today,” said Anne Berquist, executive and artistic 

director of Fontana Chamber Arts, adding that she “has inspired countless 

others in the community to be involved in the arts as well.”

	 Milko earned an associate of arts degree at Stevens College in Mis-

souri and a bachelor of sciences in nursing at University of Michigan. She’s 

worked as a nurse with University of Virginia and University of Michigan.

S e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e  Na  m e d  f o r  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r

A committee has been named to conduct a search for a new executive 

director at the Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo, according to James M. 

Marquardt, President of the Board of Directors. 

	 Robert Doud of Bronson Healthcare Group will chair the search 

committee. Doud, Marquardt, Sidney Ellis, Anne Fassler and Dori Kunkle 

will represent the Arts Council Board on the nine-person committee. Other 

community members will be Anne Berquist, executive director of Fontana 

Chamber Arts; Margaret Merrion, Dean of Western Michigan University’s 

College of Fine Arts; Sondra Phillips, Owner of SKP Design; and James 

Sanders of Western Michigan University’s Evaluation Center.  

	 Rick Hughey of the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation will serve as a non-

voting member of the committee, which will conduct the search this summer 

and work with the Board to hire a new executive director by this fall. Blaine Lam 

is serving as interim executive director, replacing Kathleen Tosco, who resigned. 

	 According to Marquardt, the search will have a local and regional 

focus. “We’ll certainly be open to candidates from outside the region, but 

we expect to find excellent candidates nearby,” said Marquardt. One reason 

for the “local” search, said Marquardt, is that familiarity with the many arts 

organizations in the area “will factor into our thinking.” 

	 Individuals may make their interest known by sending a letter of 

interest and resume to info@kalamazooarts.com.

N e w  W e b  s i t e  b r i n g s  t h e  L i b r a r y  t o  Y o u r  C o m p u t e r

Bookswim.com intends to do for books what Netflix and Blockbuster On-

line did for movies. Bookswim allows users to browse through titles in a 

variety of genres and select the ones they would like to receive in the mail. 

Instead of building up a bookshelf of one-time reads, readers can rent three 

to five books at a time, and when they finish trade them in for more. They 

also have the option to buy the book at a discounted price.
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Sarah Strong
Paintings
Tromblay
September 7 – October 26

opportunity
A S C A P  F o u n d a t i o n 

p r e s e n t s  the Music Educa-

tion Grant Program encouraging 

nonprofit organizations to apply 

for grants supporting music 

creators and encouraging their 

development through music 

education and talent develop-

ment programs. Visit ascapfoun-

dation.org/grants/grant_app_pro-

ceedure.html
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S t u d y  S h o w s  t h e  A r t s  M e a n  B u s i n e s s

Kalamazoo County nonprofit arts and culture industry generates some 

$68.72 million in economic activity annually, according to a study conduct-

ed by Americans for the Arts.

	 This $68.72 million total includes $51,363,599 in spending by arts organi-

zations and $17,361,284 in event-related spending by arts audiences, excluding 

the cost of admission. The $17.3 million in event-related spending by arts audi-

ences reflects an average of $21.99 per person in spending for hotels, restau-

rants, parking, souvenirs, refreshments, or other similar costs — with non-local 

attendees spending $29.36 and local attendees spending $17.69. Additionally, 

this economic activity generates:

	 •	2,174 full-time-equivalent jobs

	 •	$47,786,000 in resident household income

	 •	$2,044,000 in local government tax revenues

	 •	$3,406,000 in state government tax revenues

“We are not at all surprised that the arts and culture industry brings a 

substantial economic benefit to Kalamazoo County,” said James Marquardt, 

president of the Arts Council board. “This study confirms that investing in 

the arts is an investment in our community.”

	 Arts and Economic Prosperity III was conducted in 156 communities 

and regions in the U.S., including Kalamazoo County. The Arts Council of 

Greater Kalamazoo supervised data collection. Kalamazoo County’s partici-

pation was made possible by the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation.

	 The full text of the national report is available in PDF form at Ameri-

cansForTheArts.org/EconomicImpact.

N e w  S p o n s o r  f o r  M A G IK   G r a n t  P r o g r a m

Thanks to local donor Rx Optical, the Arts Council will continue the 

MAGIK grant program. Making Arts Grow In Kalamazoo provides funding 

to Kalamazoo County schools to support classroom arts projects, such as 

artist residencies. 

	 Celebrating its 60th anniversary in Kalamazoo, Rx Optical is the 

MAGIK program’s newest contributor. Education for the Arts has matched 

Rx Optical’s donation, making up to $10,000 available for the 2007-08 

school year.

	 The Arts Council accepts applications for MAGIK grants on a first come, 

first served basis beginning in October. Application information can be found 

online at KalamazooArts.com or by calling Barbara Harkins at (269) 342-5059.

Julie Devers, Sue Leabu, 
and Eri Nishiyama
Ceramics
Kingscott
July 6 – 27



C o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  Pa  r k

Still don’t have plans for Sunday afternoon? Escape to beautiful Bronson 

Park for musical entertainment from talented performers. The eighth sea-

son of Concerts in the Park is now under way and runs through August 19.

	 Unless noted otherwise, all concerts start at 4 p.m. in Bronson Park at 

the Rotary Club Stage with rain site at First Baptist Church. Listed below are 

the performances for the rest of the season. Concerts in the Park is sponsored 

by the Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo and the City of Kalamazoo and 

made possible by a grant from the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation.

July 1	 Earlie Braggs Jazz Quartet

	 A regional jazz ensemble featuring trombonist and vocalist 

	 Earlie Braggs.

July 8	 Blue Moon

	 Five West Michigan veteran musicians of varied musical 

	 backgrounds who have found common ground in swing 

	 style blues.

July 15 	 Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra 
	 (start time 8 p.m., rain site Miller Auditorium)

	 Since 1973, the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra has toured 

	 area parks providing free concerts. As the sun sets and the 	

	 evening cools, the KSO presents light classical and popular 

	 music, perfect for a picnic or a relaxing evening with friends.

July 22	 Greater Kalamazoo Dixieland Society Jazz Band

	 The Greater Kalamazoo Dixieland Society Jazz Band is known 

	 for its New Orleans performance style and sound. The band 

	 was formed in 1981 by pianist Dale Wells out of his love for 

	 early traditional jazz and ragtime.

August 5 	 Los Bandits

	 Los Bandits is Kalamazoo’s very own Tex-Mex band led 

	 by Rene Meave.

August 12 	Schlitz Creek

	 Schlitz Creek is a standard bluegrass band mixed with a 

	 collection of refreshing and unusual musical choices.

August 19 	Kalamazoo Big Band

	 A collection of musicians led by Dave Wells and Tim Culver 

	 perform a selection of big band favorites from the 1930s 

	 through today. The group includes trumpets, saxophones, 

	 trombones, a rhythm section, and vocal performers.
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Robert Atkinson
Installation
Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo
July 6 – 27
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Beverly Fitzpatrick
Mixed Media
Kingscott
August 3 – 24

opportunities
A r t S e r v e  M i c h i ga  n  p r o v i d e s  a free, monthly e-newsletter 

to more than 4,000 individual artists in Michigan. Known as the Michigan 

Artists Directory (MAD), it lists opportunities for artists throughout the 

state and region including calls for entries for juried and non-juried festi-

vals and events, auditions for performers, workshops and conferences and 

job openings, etc. MAD is distributed the first Wednesday of each month. 

Organizations can also arrange for information for their upcoming events 

to be included. Visit ArtServe’s website to register for the newsletter or 

input events at artservemichigan.org.

S t a p l e s  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  L e a r n i n g  will provide an educa-

tion funding program that aims to help local groups with programs and 

services that will positively impact their communities with a special empha-

sis on disadvantaged youth. Application deadline is August 3. Visit staples-

foundation.org/foundapplication.html

W r i t e r ’ s  W o r k s h o p  r e t r e a t  focusing on personal writing 

will be held at the gorgeous Kaug Wudjoo Lodge on the shores of Lake Su-

perior, September 14-21, 2007 with Dr. Carol Lauhon, online faculty mem-

ber of the University of Iowa writing programs. Those interested should 

call (906) 370-4409 or e-mail Kate Bradley at fop@charter.net for lodging 

and tuition options.

 

S t u d i o  1 2 1 9  w i t h  t h e  A r t  a n d  H i s t o r y  M u s e u m 

is seeking ceramic, glass and wood artists for a first year festival on Sept. 

15-16 in Port Huron. This is an opportunity in an emerging cultural 

community. The event will include an Artist in Action Tent of demonstra-

tors, a Pottery Olympics on the county stage, and a children’s Art Experi-

ence Tent. Visit studio1219.com.

A r t S e r v e  M i c h i ga  n ’ s  G o v e r n o r s ’  A w a r d s  for Arts 

& Culture is now accepting nominations for the 2007 Guvvys in seven 

categories including Arts and Cultural Organization Award, Nonprofit Arts/

Cultural Leader Award, Arts Education Organization Award, Arts Educator 

Award, Michigan Artist Award, Civic Leader Award, and Exemplary Busi-

ness Award. Nomination deadline is July 20 with awards ceremony on 

Nov. 29. Visit artservemichigan.org.

M o s a i c  Y o u t h  T h e a t r e  o f  D e t r o i t  seeks full-time de-

velopment manager. Working with Mosaic’s marketing & development 

director, the development manager oversees planning, coordination and 

execution of corporate, foundation, and government development activities, 

including prospecting, solicitation, and cultivation. Visit mosaicdetroit.org.

D o n ’ t  M i s s  T h i s

United Teens Talent Show 

takes place Aug. 11 at 7 p.m. 

at the Kalamazoo Civic Audito-

rium. Produced by Mary 

Blakely and directed by Ben 

Zylman, it’s Kalamazoo’s own 

star search, showcasing the 

talents of teens from around 

Kalamazoo County. Now in its 

third season, UTT is sponsored 

by the Arts Council and made 

possible by a grant from the 

Irving S. Gilmore Foundation. 

Visit kalamazooteentalent.com.



Kathy Tyler
Paintings
Kingscott
September 7 – 28
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Emerging Artist Grant

J e n n i f e r  M o s s … to attend  

an intensive short course in 

contemporary jewelry design in 

Florence, Italy.

F a i z  Baf   i  O s m a n … for 

participation in a summer intensive 

Midsummer in Oxford Program, 

offered by the British American 

Drama Academy.

B r e n t  S p i n k … for three 

weeks working in a glass blowing 

facility in northern Minnesota and 

participation in a glass blowing 

workshop.

L o n n a  Ha  r d i n … for 

completion of a professional demo 

sound recording.

Ma  r i n  L .  H e i n r i t z … for 

travel to Ireland and Scotland to 

research her memoir Cancerland.

Hospice & Arts 
Partnership Grants

J a n i c e  E .  La  k e r s … to 

bring music to residents and staff 

at Rose Arbor Hospice through 

concerts, assist the chaplain in 

memorial services, and support 

resident music therapist.

 

Pa  t r i c i a  P e t t i n ga  … for 

musical programs for individuals, 

families and groups, and a 

performance during Art Hop.

S u s a n  Ha  r r i s o n … for 

integration of music, movement 

and drama into Hospice Care of 

Southwest Michigan’s Journeys 

program, which provides a safe 

place for children and teens to 

grieve the death of a loved one; and 

for recording three songs inspired 

by grief.

Ma  r t h a  K u c h … to provide 

therapeutic harp music for hospice 

patients,  their families, caregivers, 

and staff to help with the grieving 

and healing process.

W i n g s  o f  H o p e  H o s p i c e 

… for art experiences for Allegan 

County junior high students who 

have experienced a significant loss, 

to help them open the doors to 

grieving.

H o s p i c e  o f  H o l l a n d 

… for the “Love Is” project, an 

exhibit of photography focusing 

on remembering those touched 

by hospice care over the past 25 

years, celebrating the care giver, 

capturing and preserving precious 

family moments, and educating the 

community.

H o s p i c e  C o n s o r t i u m … 

for a weekend bereavement camp 

allowing participants to use artistic 

expression and acquire coping 

skills through a combination of 

hands-on programs and grief 

education.

grant awards

opportunity
L i v o n i a  A r t s 

C o m m i s s i o n 

proudly presents its 10th 

Anniversary Fine Arts Exhibit: 

October 1 – 29, 2007. The jur-

ied exhibit will accept entries 

postmarked by Sept. 6. Send 

email request for Prospectus to 

Virginia Bosak (virginiabosak@

twmi.rr.com), call (734) 432-5976, 

or visit artsinlivonia.com.
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Arts Outreach Fund

B o b b e  Ta  b e r … for work 

with Wellness Writers, a weekly 

therapeutic writers group, in areas 

such as journaling, free writing, 

poetry, fiction and/or life story 

writing.

H i s p a n i c  A m e r i ca  n 

C o u n c i l … for support of the 

2007 Hispanic Heritage Festival.

M i c h i ga  n  D e af  

A s s o c i a t i o n … for a 

conference of workshops, lectures, 

entertainment, films and audio 

visual presentations to teach, 

entertain and stimulate a better 

understanding of the deaf, hard of 

hearing and deaf blind.

N e w  La  t i n o  V i s i o n s … 

to support the Fifth Annual Ethnic 

Diversity Celebration.

F o n t a n a  C h a m b e r  A r t s 

… for a performance by the Stefon 

Harris Group for some 1,500 area 

youth as part of a larger project 

aiming to increase access to arts 

and culture for underserved 

populations.

 

W e l l s p r i n g / C o r i  T e r r y 

&  Da  n c e r s … for Dance in the 

Schools, engaging an estimated 400 

third-grade students in modern 

dance, taking place at four public 

schools with high percentage of 

minority/at-risk students.

K ’ z o o  F o l k l i f e 

O r ga  n i z a t i o n … to support 

the 3rd Annual Folklife Festival 

with workshops, exhibits and folk 

music performances.

Ka  l a m a z o o  S y m p h o n y 

O r c h e s t r a … to build on 

Music & Make-Believe , its library 

reading/music program, designed 

to increase access to the arts for 

Head Start participants and other 

area pre-school children with ten 

free programs for underserved 

Kalamazoo children and families.

M i c h i ga  n  F e s t i v a l  o f 

Sac   r e d  M u s i c … for public 

performance of South Indian music 

and dance engaging in outreach 

activities, including in-school 

workshops, visits to retirement 

communities and youth outreach 

by Rohan Krishnamurthy.

grant awards

Nichole Maury
Printmaking
Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo
August 3 – 24

opportunity
A r t s  I n f u s e d 

E d u ca  t i o n  S u m m e r 

I n t e n s i v e 

announced by Marygrove 

College entitled Community 

Arts Partnerships: Modeling 

Innovative Methods in English 

Language Arts Education 

on August 13-15, 2007. Visit 

marygrove.edu/academics/art/

aie/summer_courses.html or 

call (313) 927-1538.



Board Members 

President
James Marquardt

Vice President
Norman L. Hamann, Jr.

Treasurer
Gail Shuster Morton

Secretary
Julie A. Sullivan 

Robert Beam
Robert Doud
Sidney Ellis
Anne Fassler
Carole Spight Greene
Jeffrey Harkins
David Huisjen
Doris Kunkle
James McIntyre
Chris Middleton
Bernard Palchick
Mary Kaye Roberts
Peter Seaver 
Julie A. Sullivan
Dee Velkoff

Staff

Interim Executive Director
Blaine Lam

Communications Director
Lisa K. Williams

Grants and 
Membership Director
Barbara Harkins

Finance Director
Lani Smit

Administrative Assistant
Bonnie Jo Gary

Associate Director,
Grants and Membership 
Jane Nuzzo

Communications Assistant
Caitlin Paynich
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Individual Donors
Anonymous
Kay and Mervin Burtis
Janet Deal Koestner
Zeph Farmby
J. Alex and 
	 M. Arlene Gardner
Garrett and Gayle 		
	 Hoogstraten
Thomas and Brigitte Huff
Sallie S. Kittredge
Doris Kunkle
Collette Lewis and 
	 Paul Ballard
Sesta Peekstok
Barry Ross and 
	 Jane Rooks Ross
Peter and 
	 Elizabeth Seaver
Nancy Springgate
Janet E. Stillwell
Julie Sullivan

Corporate Donor
Mike Moldovan, Jeff 
Gless, Becker Insurance 
Agency P.C.

Gallery Sponsors
Comerica Bank
LaSalle Bank

Individual Members
Zinta and Viestarts Aistars
Frank Bylo
Douglas Chamberlin and 	
	 Gay Guard-Chamberlin
Gary Cialdella
Ione Condit
Luciana Costea
David Curl
D. Fitzsimmons
Stephen and 
	R anja 	Friedman

Sheila Genteman
Ladislav and Jana Hanka
Aubrey Jewel Hardaway
Jerry Harty
Tamara Hirzel
Gretchen Huggett
Gunther Fonken and 	
	 Agnes Hughes
Rita Ikerd
Conrad Kaufman
Richard Keaveny
Stacey Korycki
Daniel Lambert
Christopher and 
	 Margo Light
Tara McKinney
Keith Mumma
Terry Nihart
Carrie Penny
Romeo Phillips
Frank and Lois Plaver, 
	 in memory of 
	 John P. Milner
Kay Randels
Julie Moulds and 
	 John Rybicki
Marcee-Ann Schwenter
Paul Solomon
Brent Spink
Elizabeth Start
Bobbe Taber
Matthew Tuley
Kathy Tyler
Cary Vanderveen
Gay Walker
Linda Walker
Mitchell Wilcox
Anna Lee and 
	 Donna Wilinski
Zeke Wunderlin

Member Organizations
Carnegie Center 
	 for the Arts
Community Access 	
	 Center
Education for the Arts
Friends of Poetry
Kalamazoo Bach Festival
Kalamazoo Film Society
Kalamazoo Institute 
	 of Arts
Kalamazoo Ringers
Kalamazoo Symphony 	
	O rchestra
MI Festival of 
	 Sacred Music
Renaissance Enterprises
Smartshop Art Gallery 	
	 and Sculpture Garden
South County Players
South Haven Center 
	 for the Arts
Stulberg International 
String Competition
The Event Co./
	N ew Year’s Fest
Weavers Guild 
	 of Kalamazoo
WMU Miller Auditorium

Major Donors
Arcus Gay and 
	L esbian Fund
Bronson Healthcare
Dorothy Dalton 		
	 Foundation
Irving S. Gilmore 		
	 Foundation
Kalamazoo Community 	
	 Foundation
Kellogg Foundation
MCACA
National City
Pfizer
Rx Optical

welcome members and donors
The Arts Council welcomes these new and renewing members and donors who have 

joined us between March 8, 2007 and June 12, 2007. For information about 

individual, corporate, and organizational membership, call (269) 342-5059.


